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Research Information Sheet for Participants

I would like to formally invite you to participate in this original research project conducted at the University of 
Edinburgh as part of a doctoral research degree. Please only participate in this research if you would like to, there 
will be no disadvantages to not taking part nor any material benefits for taking part. However before you decide to 
take part it is important that you understand your role and rights as a participant. I would like to ask you to take 
some time to read through the following research information sheet. You are free to discuss this information with 
others and are welcome to ask me any additional questions you may have. 

What is the purpose of the study?
I would like to research how Croatia is represented as a nation through official tourism advertising. This is 
particularly interesting at a time when Croatia has recently become a member of the EU. 

Who will take part?
I will be speaking with people who work in advertising in the tourism sector but also members of the general 
public who live in the main tourism areas. Participants must be ages over 18 and be Croatian citizens. 

What will participation involve?
This research requires an  interview of approximately one hour and in a place of your choosing. The interview is 
intended as an opportunity for you to express your views on topics of national identity, tourism, and advertising. 
Therefore there is no wrong or right way to answer any of the questions and you are not required to answer any 
questions that you do not feel comfortable with. If you agree, the interview will be recorded and transcribed for 
use only within this research project and will not be use for any other purpose. 

Who will be present?
The interview will consist of the researcher, myself, and a translator. The translator is fully qualified to interpret 
both my questions and your responses. If you would like the interview to be conducted in English the translator 
will be there to assist you should any language difficulties arise. However, if you prefer not to have the translator 
present please inform me before the scheduled interview.

Will my participation be kept confidential?
As part of the PhD dissertation and any other presentation of results, you may be quoted in text form. However, 
anything you say will be made anonymous and your identity will be kept confidential. All data will be kept 
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confidential and stored in a secure location that can only be accessed by me. You are also welcome to request a 
copy of the interview transcript to confirm its accuracy. Please note that you have the right to withdrawal consent 
at any point in time without giving a reason.

Who should I contact for further information?
If you have any questions or require more information about this study, please contact me using the following 
contact details: 

Nichole M Fernández 

N.M.Fernandez@sms.ed.ac.uk  
University of Edinburgh
Crystal Macmillan Building, room 6.12
15a George Square
Edinburgh, EH8 9LD
United Kingdom
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For additional concerns please feel free to email my supervisor Dr. Ross Bond at R.J.Bond@ed.ac.uk


